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Though beloved by students, Ange. V. Milner was 
known for her strict attention to regulations, typical for 
the era, but restrictive by today’s standards.
Early in the fall term, Milner gave the essentials in the 
use of the library and its books, and the library’s rules 
and privileges. Attendance at the ten-session library 
units was required. She found students “careless” and 
forbade them from moistening their thumb to help 
turn a page or bending corners to mark places. She 
instructed them that no one was absolved from 
incurring fines when books were returned delinquently. 
She proudly collected $129.71 from students in 1913. 
Under normal circumstances food and drink were not 
permitted in Milner’s library, though exceptions were 
made when Milner held receptions in the library. Well 
into the 1980s, though smoking was allowed, Milner 
staff took rounds patrolling the floors confiscating food 
and beverage. Signs prohibiting food and drink still 
remain but by 2000 this policy was generally 
unenforced. In 2004, the Library began serving students 
coffee and doughnuts during finals in the now popular 
study breaks, a vending machine appeared in 2010, and 
in 2013 a coffee shop opened to help caffeinate and 
feed thirsty and hungry students.
Ange. V. Milner’s Library Rules covering deliquent books.
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